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«ft Amended) A method fo, preventing neu^nal cell death in a mammal „ 
orhavmg Parkinson's disease, comprising adininistering to the mammal in need thereof an 
effective therapeutic amount of a compound that inhibits MLK activity in a neuronal cell and 
•hereby prevent neuronaj cel. death occtrtng , n a mammal su5 cep,ib.= ,o or having Parkinson's 

CtlSCttSG, 

43. (Twice Amended) A method for treating Parkinson', disease in a mammal in need thereof 
comprtsing admrnistering te m3ninlll „ ^ w ^ ^ ^ • 

inhibits MLK activity and thereby prevents neuron,, eel! death occurring in a mammal 
susceptible to or having Parkinson's disease, wherein the compound is identified by a method for 

,"7 8 C ° mP0Und ' S ability '° p ™ — 1 «" *-* occurring in mamma, susceptible 
to or having Parkinson's disease, comprising: 

a) contacting a compound with neuron, cells having activated MLK kinase activity and 
») determining the number of neuronal cells that die 

wherein a decreased number of dead neuronal cel.s in the'presence of te _ d ed 
to. number of dead neuronal cells in the absence of the compound is indicative of the 
compound's ability to prevent neurona. ce,l death occumng in a mammal susceptible to or 
having Parkinson's disease. 

Please add the following new claim: 

44. The method of claim 36 wherein the mamma! is a human. 

REMARKS 

In the Official Action of February 13, 2003, the Exarmner requested cancellation of 
Caims drrected to non-elected specie,, i.e. diseases other than Parkinson's disease was 

requested. 

Applicant has now amended the preen, Cairns to de.ete the non-elected specie, 

However, in accordance with the Drovisions nf -n rvv 1 i a* 

me provisions of 37 CFR 1 .146, applicant reserves the right to 
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reassert Claims of th. -e scope a, the 0 rig,„a, generfc ^ ^ ^ 
claim ,o Parkinson's disease is ultimately found .o be allowable 

subiect IT 't! " aVe rejKW ^ " C ' ' 2 ' ** - containing 

to practice the invent™. This ground of Section is traversed 

been idltmjrT"* te ** ,0 «* *« ■»» 

b«n .den, ficd usmg the methods of the present mvcmitm „,„ ^ ^ .„ 

suitabl^ ^ *^sease. The Examiner further states that there is no guidance on how to select 
suitable compound, and tha, the st™ttu= of such eompomlds haJ m ^ 

TT. Ci, ; S J " " ^ * USPQ2J ™ < CAF = ' *ft - standing for the proposition 
*a. - absence of working examp.es renders the present el*™ cverlv broad ' 

The above on the pan of toe Examiner overlooks the fact that applicant is not 

inhibitors had been claimed, rather than the method of treatment, then th p • . 

ello T " ° f ° *~*« '-determining whethera 

ompound is in fact an MLK Obiter. Applet notes that claims directed to method, for 
determuung whether a compound is stable as an MIX inhibitor in a companion aplln 
have no, been re. ec.ed bv die US Patent and Trademark Office on the basis of a 1^ 
compliance with enablement requirement. 

The Exanuner ctes the ^ case ,o support the rejection of the prescnr Cairns as 

Wa ° dS 5UPPOn! ^ <*« - "~ -Id U,le 

screen other monoConal anubodies falung within the generic dass without undue 
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mhthtors to treat neurological conditions such as Parkinson :a- e such 
***** The Exanuner is ^ t0 care " ^T" * *" ^ ^ 

enable. COnS ' dcr tas * Hey bear on the issue of 

Claims 36-37, 39-41 and 43 have also been rej ecte a unft „ 35 TJ s C 1 ,2 se „ 

The claims of this application as aniPn j„j 
AppUcant. however, rese^thc 2 Z 7 " "°" * *-* 

Claims 36-43 stand rejected under 35 IT s C i nv > u ■ 
*.0o0, 2 < 7 , „. ^ of re ; ction is C - *— -r Miller e, ... (US, 

reference are U>e p53 tanor suppressor gene and ZtT < """"'^ to 

See =01. 7, Unes 25-30 of the JLce **" I ~ 

-setu, as cancer fterapeM.es " «" ~ » 

« mp .incaHon or further Janata of 1 Emb ° d '™ s " - *~ i. « 

'Parkinson's Disease" is "^constructs. The mention of 

apoptosis occurs m the course of Parkinson's Disease. 
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According ra on Sltofion ^ " 7" to 



Respectfully submitted, 



William G. Gosz 0 
Reg. No. 27,787 
Ropes & Gray 

One International Place 
Boston, MA 

Attorneys for Applicant(s) 
DATE: yjy ] o j Tel No - (617) 951-7000 
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M ^ * 5 2003 
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MASKED.! jp^r. a r^s 



compound that inhibits ^ Mti Md 8 mammal » ^««ve amount „f . 

c el . d-,, ,„ _ su ji r 0 z c °~ s awa,y " 

Ztimim^m*!, comprising * f " «»*ionJ 
a) contacting a compound with „„ . . 

"heron a decreed number of dead neuronal „ . " 

** -.»« of dead neuron* ce Us ta to " t ^ ^ » 

ha«n g [a n^,^ p^^^jj^ 1 ™ 8 « *> « 
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